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Demographics and a Brief
Historical Perspective

ROBERT T. FRANCOEUR

A. Demographics
Mo rocco is sit u ated on the north west ern coast of Af rica.

It shares its bor ders with Al ge ria to the east and south, and
with Mau ri ta nia to the south west. It is bor dered on the west
by the At lan tic Ocean and on the north by the Med i ter ra nean
Sea, the two ex panses of wa ter be ing sep a rated by the Strait
of Gi bral tar, which is sit u ated to the north of Mo rocco. The
area of Mo rocco is 172,410 square mile s (446,550 km2),
slightly larger than the state of Cal i for nia. About 20% of the
land of Mo rocco is ar a ble. Fer tile plains ex tend the length of
the At lan tic coast line: in the re gions from the cen ter-north,
the plain of Fès-Saiss; to the south, the plain of Souss-Massa;
and to the south-south west, the Tadla. To the east of these
plains, the At las Moun tains, which peak at 4,165 me ters
(13,665 ft.) (Toubkal), ex tend from the south west of Mo -
rocco to the con fines of the Al ge rian bor ders in the north east.
To the north, the Rif Moun tains con nect the north west coast
of Mo rocco to West Al ge ria (l’Ouest Algérien). Of the great
wealth of Mo rocco, along with farm ing and its hu man re -
sources, is the min ing of phos phate, which is found in great
abun dance in the cen tral re gions of Mo rocco, the city of
Khouribga, and in the Mo roc can Sa hara. Un til 1976, the Mo -

roc can Sa hara represented one of the last vestiges of French
colonialism in Morocco.

In July 2002, Mo rocco had an es ti mated pop u la tion of
31.17 mil lion. (All data are from The World Fact book 2002
(CIA 2002) un less oth er wise stated.)

Age Dis tri bu tion and Sex Ra tios: 0-14 years: 33.8%
with 1.04 male(s) per fe male (sex ra tio); 15-64 years: 61.5%
with 0.99 male(s) per fe male; 65 years and over: 4.7% with
0.82 male(s) per fe male; To tal pop u la tion sex ra tio: 1.0
male(s) to 1 female

Life Ex pec tancy at Birth: To tal Pop u la tion: 69.43
years; male: 67.2 years; fe male: 71.76 years

Ur ban/Ru ral Dis tri bu tion: 53% to 47%
Eth nic Dis tri bu tion: Arab-Ber ber: 99.1%; other: 0.8%;

Jew ish: 0.2%
Re li gious Dis tri bu tion: Mus lin: 98.7%; Chris tian: 1.1%; 

Jew ish: 0.2%
Birth Rate: 23.69 births per 1,000 pop u la tion
Death Rate: 5.86 per 1,000 pop u la tion
In fant Mor tal ity Rate: 46.49 deaths per 1,000 live births
Net Mi gra tion Rate: –1.09 mi grant(s) per 1,000 pop u -

la tion
To tal Fer til ity Rate: 2.97 chil dren born per woman
Pop u la tion Growth Rate: 1.68%
HIV/AIDS (1999 est.): Adult prev a lence: 0.03%; Per -

sons liv ing with HIV/AIDS: NA; Deaths: NA. (For ad di -
tional de tails from www.UNAIDS.org, see end of Sec tion
10B.)

Lit er acy Rate (de fined as those age 15 and over who
can read and write): 43.7% (male: 56.6%, fe male: 31%)
(1995 est.); at ten dance for nine years of com pul sory school: 
95% (ed u ca tion is free and com pul sory from age 6 to 16)

Per Ca pita Gross Do mes tic Prod uct (pur chas ing
power par ity): $3,700 (2001 est.); In fla tion: 1% (2001 est.);
Un em ploy ment: 23% (1999 est.); Liv ing be low the pov erty
line: 19% (1999 est.)

B. A Brief Historical Perspective
Mo rocco is rich in Paleolithic re mains, par tic u larly in

parts of North Af rica and the Sa hara, which were pop u lated
un til the Neo lithic era. The peo ple who set tled in the re gion
soon af ter that were prob a bly na tives of Eu rope and Asia.
They be came the an ces tors of to day’s Berbers. In the 7th
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cen tury B.C.E., the Phoe ni cians laid the foun da tions of
com merce on the Med i ter ra nean coast of North Af rica at
sites hav ing Ber ber names that be came the great ports of
Tingi (Tang ier), Melilia (Russadir), and Ca sa blanca. The
con quest of Carthage by the Ro man Em pire in the 1st cen -
tury B.C.E. as sured Ro man dom i na tion of the en tire Af ri -
can Med i ter ra nean coast line to the Straits of Gi bral tar.
From 25 to 23 B.C.E., Juba II, a Ber ber sov er eign, ad min is -
tered the Ber ber king dom of Mau ri ta nia (Al ge ria, Mo rocco, 
and a part of Mau ri ta nia). Around 42 C.E., the em peror
Clau dius I an nexed the whole em pire of Mau ri ta nia to the
Ro man Em pire. In 429, Mo rocco un der went the in va sion of 
the Van dals. The Byzantine gen eral Bélisaire re gained the
re gion in 533. Af ter the con ver sion of the em peror Constan -
tine I the Great in the 4th century, Christianity expanded in
the Roman regions.

It ap pears that Is lamic troops reached the At lan tic Ocean
in 681 un der the com mand of Oqba Ibn Nafii. The real con -
quest started later on, be tween 705 and 707, un der the di rec -
tion of Moussa Ibn Nousair. The Mus lim es tab lish ment was
in the mean time long and dif fi cult. Many Mus lim dy nas ties,
claim ing Arabic or i gins for re li gious rea sons or pres tige,
ruled in var i ous ar eas of the coun try. In 788, Idriss I, de scen -
dant of Ali, son-in-law of the Prophet, founded the dy nasty of 
the Idrissides. It is from this age that dates the found ing of the
city of Fès, which be came an im por tant re li gious and cul tural
cen ter of the Is lamic world un der Idriss II. The rigorist
Almoravide war riors of Is lam went on to dom i nate the re gion 
be gin ning in 1062, the date at which they founded Marrakech 
as the cross roads of com mer cial routes be tween the Arab
world and the Sa hara. A new re form move ment, the Almoha -
des (the Uni ties), launched by Ibn Toumart in the first half of
the 12th cen tury, put an end to the Almoravide em pire in
1147, mark ing the tri umph of the seated Berbers of the an ti-
At las un der the aegis of Abd Al-Moumen (1130-1163). The
Al moha des ex er cised their au thor ity over what are currently
Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, and part of Portugal and Spain.

In 1269, the Mérinides of the Arabic Berbers took over
the throne, but they could not main tain the unity of the North
Af ri can em pire of the Almohades. Dur ing the reconquest of
Spain, which ex iled the Arabs and the Jews, the great ma jor -
ity of Span ish Mus lims found ref uge in Mo rocco they took
over. In 1415, Ceuta (Sebta) was oc cu pied by the Por tu guese. 
In 1497, Melilia fell to the Span ish. The in tru sions of the Eu -
ro pe ans pro voked the rise of the Beni Saâd (or Saâdiens),
who be came mas ters of the coun try in 1554. Mo roc can
Saâdiens, aided by Moor ish and Jew ish ref u gees from Spain, 
cre ated a pros per ous and uni fied coun try. In this pe ri od, Mo -
roc can ar chi tec ture and arts flour ished. In 1664, Maulay
Rachid founded the Alaouite dy nasty, which still reigns to
this day in Mo rocco. The Alaouite dy nasty knew its apo gee
un der the sul tan Moulay Ismail (1672-1727), the builder of
the city of Meknès. His reign was fol lowed by a long pe ri od
of fam ily ri val ries. At the end of the 18th cen tury, only the
north ern third of Mo rocco remained under the ad ministra -
tion of the sultan.

On March 30, 1912, the sul tan rec og nized the French
pro tec tor ate. Spain, for its part, as sumed con trol of the north 
of Mo rocco, from the en clave of Ifni (south west) and from
the Mo roc can Sa hara (west). The oc cu pa tion of the coun try
was not to tal un til 1934. Af ter World War II, the Mo roc can
na tion al ist re sis tance forced in de pend ence in 1956, open -
ing the era of the con sti tu tional mon ar chy in Mo rocco. The
last ves tiges of Eu ro pean co lo nial ism per sisted un til the re -
cent past. The en clave of Ifni was not re turned to Mo rocco
un til 1964, and the Mo roc can Sa hara was not re cov ered un -
til 1976 at the end of a pop u lar na tion al ist march called the
“Green March.” Two other en claves, small ports sit u ated on 

the Med i ter ra nean coast west of Tangier, Ceuta and Melilia, 
are still occupied by Spain.Morocco: Basic Sexological Premises

1. Basic Sexological Premises
A. Character of Gender Roles

The tra di tional fam ily struc ture re mains very faith fully
at tached to the ar chaic pa tri ar chal scheme. The fa ther is, in
gen eral, a pa tri arch who in spires re spect and to whom one
owes obe di ence and ac knowl edg ment. The mother is the
house keeper “wife-mother” who does every thing. She is the
one who makes the de ci sions in the so cial sphere. But she
pre pares her own strat egy for man ag ing her eco sys tem by
im pos ing a strong per son al ity in the house hold. She re veals
her self to be more con ser va tive than the man. When a
woman be comes a mother, she is al ways con sid ered a po ten -
tial dan ger, be cause she is per ceived as hav ing a dev as tat ing
ef fect on the man. How ever, our Is lamic re li gion adopts an
am biv a lent at ti tude to ward women. On one side, she is con -
sid ered as be ing more wily than Iblis (Sa tan) whom she in -
car nates in our col lec tive un con scious; on the other side, the
Hadith (Words of the Prophet) con sid ers woman as a sim ple
be ing of spirit, whose faith is in com plete. This no tion is
largely pre dom i nant in the ru ral pop u la tion, whereas city
women have be gun to re bel against this state of things
(Moussaid 1992; Naamane 1990). [Up date 1998: In terms of
Mo roc can cul tural change, there are con tin u ing ten sions be -
tween the peo ple of the magzken in the ur ban or ga nized gov -
ern ment and the peo ple of the ru ral and tribal bled. These ten -
sions of ten fo cus on the dif fer ences be tween mod ern West -
ern sex ual and mar i tal val ues and the age-old cus toms and
val ues es poused by the tribal and ru ral cul tures (Fernea 1998, 
63). (End of update by R. T. Francoeur)]

B. Sociolegal Status of Males and Females
In the le gal sphere, the rights of the in di vid ual man or

woman are gov erned by the pe nal code, the code of com -
merce, and the code of fam ily (per sonal) law (mudawana).
Mo rocco’s pe nal and com mer cial codes are iden ti cal in
scope, with men and women shar ing the same rights and ob li -
ga tions. To the con trary, the code of fam ily law, which reg u -
lates man-woman re la tions in the do mains of mar riage, re pu -
di a tion, filiation, cus tody of the chil dren, guard ian ship, and
in her i tance, is far from be ing eq ui ta ble (Statut du Code 1996).

[Up date 2000: A first step in re form of the mudawana
came in the early 1980s, when the Un ion de l’Action Femi -
nin and other groups gath ered over a mil lion sig na tures in
sup port of a pe ti tion urg ing the King to re form the fam ily law
reg u lat ing mar riage, di vorce, in her i tance, child cus tody, and
po lyg amy. There is still no cen tral of fice to deal with al i -
mony or child sup port. The new code is known as the Statut
du Code Per son nel “Mudawana” (1996) (Fernea 1998, 106,
113, 120). (End of up date by R. T. Francoeur)]

If the pe nal and com mer cial codes are in spired by
French law, the Mo roc can code of fam ily law is in spired by
the Chariâ (Is lamic Law), es pe cially that of the Malékite
rite. Al though the Chariâ ac cepts po lyg amy with up to four
le git i mate wives, Mo roc can law adopts some re stric tions
with the view of lim it ing the prac tice of po lyg amy, and
poses con di tions of equal ity in the treat ment of the co-
spouses. Po lyg amy is to be avoided when a dis par ity is to be 
feared (Article 30.1).

On the other hand, Mo roc can women still have not been
able to reach a real eman ci pa tion and au ton omy vis-à-vis
men, de spite the im por tant changes ob served in our mod ern
so ci ety. The Mo roc can woman still com monly es ti mates
the man to be su pe rior to her, tol er ates work of a tem po rary
na ture, judges hav ing chil dren, es pe cially boys, as all im -
por tant for in her i tance, thinks that vir gin ity is of ma jor im -
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por tance, and ac cords a great place to the cer e mony of mar -
riage. The woman in our so ci ety is a woman in evo lu tion,
but she re mains linked to the group (Amir 1988; Kacha
1996; Moussaid 1992). This woman is op posed to the to tal
trans for ma tion of those who might lead us to ward an in se -
cure sit u a tion. This op po si tion is be cause of in ter nal re sis -
tance that is linked to the ed u ca tional and ex ter nal schemas
in the meas ure where the social milieu brakes this desire for
change (Amir 1988; Kacha 1996).

On March 12, 2000, two ri val dem on stra tions by sev eral
hun dred thou sand Mo roc cans bore tes ti mony to the tran si -
tional ten sions and evo lu tion ev i dent in our coun try. The is -
sue of both dem on stra tions was a gov ern ment plan for a va ri -
ety of so cial and hu man rights re forms pro posed by the new
King, Mo ham med VI, who came to the throne af ter the death
of his fa ther, King Hassan II, in July 1999. Among other re -
forms, the gov ern ment plan would fully re place with a court
di vorce the prac tice of re pu di a tion, in which the hus band can
di vorce his wife by a tri ple ver bal dec la ra tion. The re form
would also pro vide for equal di vi sion of money and prop erty
in a di vorce, and sup port a lit er acy pro gram for ru ral Mo roc -
can women, over 80% of whom are il lit er ate. In the cap i tal,
Ra bat, 200,000 to 300,000 mem bers and rep re sen ta tives of
women’s groups, hu man rights move ments, and po lit i cal
par ties ended their march sup port ing the re form with a con -
cert. In Ca sa blanca, at least 200,000 men and women march -
ing in sep a rate columns—some claimed twice that num -
ber—denounced the reform (Associated Press 2000).

[Up date 2000: In terms of ju di ciary power, Mo rocco is
far ahead of Egypt, with 20% of its judges be ing women,
com pared with no Egyp tian fe male judges. On the other
hand, whereas Egyp tian Pres i dent Sadat ap pointed 35
women to his coun try’s Par lia ment in 1981, Mo roc can
women had to wait 37 years fol low ing in de pend ence to have
two women elected to the Mo roc can Par lia ment (Fernea
1998, 117). (End of up date by R. T. Francoeur)]

C. General Concepts of Sexuality and Love
In Is lam, the love of God oc cu pies a big place in the heart

of the be liever with re gard to car nal love. This has not pre -
vented sex u al ity from flour ish ing with the ad vance of Arab-
Is lamic civ i li za tion, across the dif fer ent dy nas ties, in pass ing 
through the great sociocultural cit ies of Damas, Bagh dad,
and Cairo (Malek 1995). Since those early times, the arts,
knowl edge, am o rous po etry, and sex ual cul ture have not
ceased to de te ri o rate. This deg ra da tion puts in re lief the con -
tra dic tions that ex ist be tween the re li gious law and the tra di -
tions that are a part of what is pre scribed by Is lam con cern ing 
sex u al ity and what is for bid den within the fam ily, in the ex -
tended com mu nity, and in the whole so ci ety. While the Mus -
lim re li gion is more per mis sive, in con trast to Chris tian ity, it
gives pri macy to car nal plea sure within the frame work of
mar riage as a means of un ion with the other and with God.
This glo ri fi ca tion of sex ual plea sure is a nec es sary or na ment
to the ex ist ence of the be liever. Sex ual ab sten tion is, con se -
quently, ad vised against, al most for bid den: “Rahbaniatan:
The mo nas ti cism that they [Chris tians] have cre ated has not
ever been rec om mended or en joined by us,” the Ko ran tells
us. The nikah (mar riage), the re li gious and ju di cial frame -
work in which sex u al ity ex erts it self, organizes the sexual
connections, their breaks, their changes, and the practical
consequences that they entail.Morocco: Religious, Ethnic, and Gender FactorsAffecting Sexuality

2. Religious, Ethnic, and Gender
Factors Affecting Sexuality

[Com ment 1998: To un der stand Mo roc can cul ture, one
needs to have some sense of the Span ish, French, Portu -
guese, Ber ber, and Arabic in flu ences that have been

blended to gether to cre ate mod ern Mo roc can lin guis tic her -
i tage and cus toms. In Mo roc can civ i l law, we are deal ing
with Is lamic law, lo cal cus tom ary law, and the res o nance of
tribal law, Span ish and Por tu guese cus toms, and the French
pe nal code. At ti tudes to ward women, for in stance, come
not only from Is lam, but also ear lier pres ences, such as the
Tuareg no mads in the south and the moun tains. When
Herodatus spoke of the “blue men of the desert,” he com -
mented on how so cially strong the Tuareg women were, and 
called them Am a zons. When the Tuaregs be came Mus lims,
they kept their tribal laws (Fernea 1998, 63-64). (End of
com ment by R. T. Francoeur)]

A. Cultural Factors
The sex ual be hav ior of hu mans is largely in flu enced by

their sociocultural con text. In our so ci et ies, to bring up the
sub ject of sex u al ity is hchouma. This word is del i cate to
trans late: On the one hand, it means “dis grace,” on the other
hand, it means “mod esty.” It is a code to which one con -
forms with out re flect ing on it and which leg is lates all the
sit u a tions of ex ist ence. Hchouma pres ents it self thus like a
thick veil that sep a rates two worlds in to tal op po si tion: The
one is gov erned by lo cal cus toms and ex cludes every pos si -
bil ity for a be ing to af firm one self as an in di vid ual, ex cept
for the so cial model. The other uni verse is done in si lence
and in se cret. It is the world of the person beyond the
conventions (Naamane 1999).

In the Arab world, sex u al ity re mains a ta boo, the op pres -
sion of women keeps their ap pear ance more ar chaic; how -
ever, many voices are be ing raised against this state of
things. Thus, many voices are be ing raised to de nounce the
sit u a tion of women in the Arab world and es pe cially the
sex ist dis crim i na tion: po lyg amy, the wear ing of the veil,
and their non-par tic i pa tion in pub li c life (Attahir; Cherni
1993; Kacem 1970).

In Mo rocco, the role of the woman and her sta tus var ies as 
a func tion of her eth nic or i gin, of her ru ral or ur ban set ting,
and of her so cio eco nomic and in tel lec tual level, among oth -
ers. Thus, ac cord ing to the last cen sus (1997), only a quar ter
of the ur ban women are il lit er ate, com pared with 89% of ru -
ral women. Like wise, with the prac tice of po lyg amy, which
var ies ac cord ing to the re gions. The Berbers and the Fassis
are less po lyg a mous than the in hab it ants of the Chaouia (re -
gion of the cen ter). Women of the Mo roc can Rif and of cer -
tain re gions of the north work in the fields, as sum ing the
rougher tasks, while men are gen er ally pas sive. How ever,
these women ben e fit from more ex pe ri ence, the right to ed u -
ca tion, and the right to work. But de spite the re cent changes
in women’s per sonal sta tus [mudawana], more lim its are em -
pha sized in the per sis tence of po lyg amy, no right to di vorce
(the hus band’s pre rog a tive), and no equal ity for inheritance,
where a daughter inherits half of what a son receives.

How ever, mi sog yny re mains com mon cur rency in Mo -
rocco; the woman holds a so cial sta tus of sec ond rank. She
of ten re mains less de sired at birth than the boy. She fre -
quently has less ac cess to ed u ca tion. If she works, she has to
do dou ble work: pro fes sional ac tiv i ties and house hold ac -
tiv i ties. And she owes obedience to her husband.

B. Source and Character of Religious Values
Know ing that 99% of Mo roc cans are Sunni Mus lims, a

re mark must be made im me di ate ly: Is lam is far from be ing
the re li gion most re pres sive of fem i nine sex u al ity as it is
cur rent to be lieve; well to the con trary, Is lam’s view of sex -
u al ity takes more of the sense of a sa cred duty, where erotic
prac tices are en cour aged, plea sure is pur sued, and the sat is -
fac tion of the woman is in di cated. Is lam dis tin guishes it self
in this way from the Judeo-Chris tian cul ture, where sex u al -
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ity is a “re gret ta ble ne ces sity,” a mo ment of vic tory of the
body over the soul ac cord ing to classical duality (body/
soul, good/bad).

In con sid er ing woman as an erotic and se duc tive be ing,
but also de cep tive, Is lam cre ates fears of the om i nous role
she can play in destabilizing so ci ety. Thus the prophet said:
“I will not let this point be the cause of wors e dis cord for
men than for women.”

Mernissi (1983) writes in this frame work: For Is lam, the
woman is an in vin ci ble se duc tress; the un do ing of the man
is in ev i ta ble if he does not have re course to God. The
prophet or ders his dis ci ples: “Do not visit the women alone,
Sa tan will seize you” (Berrada et al. 1999). In or der to avoid
the om i nous con se quences of that sen sual and se duc tive
tyr anny over the so cial equi lib rium, the Ko ran has fore seen
the following measures:

• Pro hi bi tion of Co ed u ca tion. How ever, in Mo rocco, co -
ed u ca tion in the pri mary and sec ond ary schools and uni -
ver si ties is a cur rent prac tice. Women have the right to
en ter any pro fes sion or job. Just re cently can one find
women em ployed as traffic police.

• Wear ing of the Veil. In Mo rocco, one finds great free dom 
re gard ing the wear ing of the veil. De spite the ex trem ist
events that have oc curred over the years, Mo rocco has
wit nessed a rise of in te gra tion and ac com mo da tion. Al -
though the num ber of women who wear the veil has in -
creased greatly, the wear ing of the veil is a triv ial act,
nei ther rejected nor required.

• Sex ist Dis crim i na tion and Op pres sion of Women. Is lam
has at trib uted to women the sta tus of mi nors. Dur ing all
pe ri ods of life, it is the man (fa ther, hus band, or son),
who man ages her life. She owes him obe di ence and sub -
mis sion. She can be beaten in the case of dis obe di ence
(Les Femmes IV: Sourat 38).

• Polygyny. Is lam gives to man the right to have four
wives at the same time (Les Femmes IV: Sourat 3). In de -
fense of this right, the Imam Ghazali ex plains: “There
are some men whose sex ual de sire is so ebul lient, that a
sin gle woman does not sat isfy them and does not pro tect
them against the risk of be com ing adul ter ous. It is de sir -
able in this case that they marry sev eral women (from
one to four)” (Al Ghazali 1992). Thus, on the one hand,
for Is lam, it is the woman who is a se duc tress and nym -
pho ma niac. On the other hand, it is the man who needs
four women to ap pease his needs! Mernissi (1983) poses 
the ques tion whether it is not the dreaded poly an dry that
is at the base of the con clu sions re gard ing the erotic na -
ture of women. The sex ual sat is fac tion of women is
taken into ac count by such laws that made sex ual sat is -
fac tion of the woman a con ju gal right in the case of po -
lyg amy and that au tho rized di vorce in the case of the im -
po tence or ab sti nence of the hus band. Thus, the sex u ally 
sat is fied woman will not try to look for sexual pleasure
in illicit extramarital relationships.

• Con trol of Women’s Sex ual Prac tices. Is lam con strains
the woman to make love with her hus band every time
that he wants. In the case of re fusal, she ex poses her self
to the curse of God. The prophet, re ported by Boukhari,
said: “The woman who re fuses to sat isfy the needs of her 
hus band is cursed un til she accepts.”

Is lam gives the woman the right to ac cept sex ual plea -
sure. Thus, “the pre lim i nary games [loveplay] (mulaaba)
are warmly rec om mended by the prophet,” “ca ress your
women un til they are ten der.” These pre lim i nar ies are des -
tined for the sat is fac tion of the woman, just as the sex ual act
is not a both er some duty, but the hap pi est gift from heaven
(Boudhdiba 1986).

The fre quency of mar i tal con tact has also been reg u -
lated. Thus, the Imam Al Ghazali (1992) rec om mends that
Mus lims make love with their wives as fre quently as pos si -
ble. He pro poses for the po lyg a mous at least one con tact
every four days.

Sod omy is pro hib ited. “Cursed are those who take the
woman by the anus,” said the prophet (Al Ghazali 1992).
Sex ual con tact dur ing men stru a tion is for bid den by the Ko -
ran (The Génisse II: Sourat 22). Mas tur ba tion, even though
not for bid den, is not rec om mended. It is per mit ted only in the 
case of the risk of adul tery or in the event mar riage is not pos -
si ble. Sex ual con tacts out side of marriage are prohibited.Morocco: Knowledge and Education about Sexuality

3. Knowledge and Education
about Sexuality

A. Government Policies and Programs
Sex ual ed u ca tion, such as is seen in Eu ro pean and North

Amer i can coun tries as part of the pro grams of ac a demic
study, does not ex ist in ei ther pri mary or sec ond ary ac a demic 
pro grams. What is taught is pro vided in the form of sci en tific
knowl edge of the anat omy of the sex ual or gans and of the bi -
ol ogy of fer til iza tion. This sex ual ed u ca tion is cen tered on
pro cre ation and pre ven tion of sexually transmitted diseases.

B. Informal Sources of Sexual Knowledge
The ex pres sion “sex ual ed u ca tion” is part of the mul ti -

ple ta boos that char ac ter ize our so ci ety. The sub ject fright -
ens and wor ries Mo roc cans, be cause there has al ways been
con fu sion be tween sex ual ed u ca tion and sex ual free dom.
Dis cuss ing sex u al ity with par ents re mains a strong ta boo in
Mo rocco. A cer tain dif fer ence ex ists be tween the two sexes. 
For all young chil dren, boys are en cour aged to dis play their
gen i tal or gans, whereas girls are sup posed to hide their in ti -
macy. At the time of preadolescence, the girl has dis cus -
sions with her mother, who be lieves her role is to in cul cate
in her daugh ter the ob li ga tion to pre serve her vir gin ity and
to avoid all sex ual con tact be fore the bonds of mar riage.
Dur ing these dis cus sions, she pre pares her daugh ter for pu -
berty. The prin ci pal role of the mother is to ob li gate her to
pre serve her vir gin ity with a talk full of mod esty and
hchouma. On the other hand, the preadolescent boy is left to 
his own de vices, and has no one with whom to talk about his
bodily trans for ma tions other than his friends and com pan -
ions. A study in 1992 (Naamane 1999) showed that in 360
Mo roc can men, di vided eq ui ta bly be tween the ur ban and
ru ral ar eas, no man had ever got ten in for ma tion from his fa -
ther. In one case, the fa ther made an al lu sion to the pu berty
of his son to ask him to be gin to fast. Thus, in these sit u a -
tions where the young lack to tal com mu ni ca tion about any -
thing sexual with their parents and elders, it remains only to
the young of their age, the media, and popular speech.Morocco: Autoerotic Behaviors and Patterns

4. Autoerotic Behaviors and Patterns
Auto eroti cism, in its broad est sense, is not con demned by

the Fikh (re li gious law). More over, no Koranic verse men -
tions mas tur ba tion as a pro hib ited prac tice, so it is both a
quite com mon and well known sex ual out let. The point of
con ten tion con cerns the ob li ga tion of ab lu tions af ter in vol -
un tary touch ing of the gen i tals (Rissala in Malek, 1995,
p. 29). In the ru ral ar eas, mas tur ba tion, as much as zo o philia,
re mains the in stru ment most used in a male youth’s ap pren -
tice ship in sex u al ity. Ad o les cents mas tur bate them selves, of -
ten in a group, mak ing from this event a com pe ti tion that con -
se crates the one that ejac u lates quickly and most strongly. If
mas tur ba tion among ad o les cents is hushed, ig nored, but not
tol er ated, that of adults is al most a sac ri lege. It is a hchouma,
more than a dis grace, with out be ing truly il licit. In the pop u -
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lar mind, the fin gers of the hand can sym bol ize the spell ing of 
the word Al lah: The lit tle fin ger in di cates the let ter A, the ring 
and mid dle fin ger rep re sents LL, and the closed in dex fin ger
and thumb rep re sents H, so the hand sym bol izes Al lah and
must not be used as a sexual instrument.Morocco: Interpersonal Heterosexual Behaviors

5. Interpersonal Heterosexual Behaviors
A. Children

In fan tile sex u al ity ab so lutely is said not to ex ist in our
con text. In stead, from early child hood, one in cul cates an
im plicit sex ual ed u ca tion to tally an tag o nis tic to the con sid -
er ation of the two sexes. The sex u al ity of a boy is praised
and val ued. He must forge his vi ril ity from his young age;
he must be the stal lion who must get hard in the pres ence of
a woman (Malek 1995). The sex ual ed u ca tion of girls is
done tra di tion ally by the women of the fam ily, by moth ers,
aunts, and older sis ters. The older women tell the young girl
what is for bid den and what is rec om mended in terms of re -
pressing their sexuality.

B. Adolescents
Fe male ad o les cence is dom i nated by the re pres sion of

sex u al ity with the ob jec tive of pre serv ing an in tact hy men,
the sym bol of chas tity, un til the wed ding day. The ed u ca tion
of the senses of the body is neg a tive and tends to block the
per son al ity of the girl on both the phys i cal and psy chic
planes. The ad o les cent girl car ries the mark [prégnante] of
hchouma (dis grace) and honor, which crys tal lizes it self in the 
ob ses sion with vir gin ity (Naamane 1990). This ed u ca tion is
per pet u ated by the moth ers, who make each step of the evo -
lu tion of the girl a shock lived in anx i ety. How ever, a study in
the ur ban ar eas ob served that “in three de cades, the pro por -
tion of women ini ti ated in the el e men tary prin ci ples of their
sex u al ity changed from 38% to 55%.” This ini ti a tion touches 
on two es sen tial ques tions, men stru a tion and the gain ing of
knowl edge of sex ual con tact (in ter course) (Naamane 1990).
Par a dox i cally, in the large cities like Ca sablanca, girls have
access to sexual information at a preco cious age.

C. Adults
The sex u al ity of adults is only con ceived of within the

frame work of mar riage. The cou ple is then an in es cap able
no tion and an ob li ga tion that brings one to so cial con form -
ity. How ever, the stakes of con trol in this in sti tu tion are var -
ied. Con trary to the ap par ent pa tri ar chy, there are many
house holds that are man aged by women with strong per son -
al i ties. This re al ity is re in forced by the num ber of chil dren:
The more chil dren a woman has, the greater is her power.
And it is not by chance that polygyny is pre dom i nant in
certain regions more than others.

[Up date 2001: In the north ern coastal re gion of the Rif,
pat terns of au thor ity in the tra di tional Mo roc can fam ily are
chang ing be cause of a ma jor eco nomic re al ity. Lo cal un em -
ploy ment has drawn 60% of the fa thers and sons in the Rif
to Eu rope in search of em ploy ment, leav ing many house -
holds headed by women. At the same time, Mo rocco is wit -
ness ing an in crease in the num ber of young and mid dle-
aged women choos ing to re main sin gle. Al most in vari ably,
these sin gles by choice are eco nom i cally self-suf fi cient and
well educated (Fernea 1998, 104, 116)

[The pre lim i nar ies to a tra di tional Is lamic mar riage ne -
go ti a tion are con cerned with class, fam ily his to ries (blood),
and the dowry. Mar riage in Mo rocco to day in volves new
con cerns about com mon goals, joint re li gious faith, ed u ca -
tional back ground and ca reer po ten tial, and love and ro -
mance. In the High At las Moun tains, the Ait Haddidou tribe 
fol lows a very dif fer ent set of mar riage cus toms. Dur ing the
an nual moussem or fes ti val sea son in Imilchil, men and

women ar rive look ing for mates. The di vorced, sin gle,
young, and mid dle-aged come in hopes of find ing true love
or at least a suit able part ner. The vil lage no tary publics reg -
is ter the cou ples, so there is some re cord, but it is com monly 
un der stood that the cou ple can split up af ter a day or a
month or a year, with no cost, no hard feel ings, and no re li -
gious stigma (Fernea 1998, 64, 88-89, 104). (End of update
by R. T. Francoeur)]

[Com ment 2003: In Mo rocco, as in other cul tures in which 
tra di tional tribal ru ral cus toms come into con flict with West -
ern ur ban val ues, one of the most fre quent and of ten-com plex
con flicts finds the fam ily and older gen er a tion ex pect ing the
tra di tional ar ranged mar riage, while the youn ger gen er a tion
is be ing in flu enced by con tact with the ro man tic marry-the-
one-you-love view of mar riage. Cop ing with this con flict of
ex pec ta tions and val ues re quires some kind of com pro mise if
the in di vid u als and fam i lies in volved are to avoid a ma jor
trag edy. (The reader is re ferred to Sec tion 13 of the chap ter on 
Swe den where the Ed i tor sum ma rizes the 2002 trag edy of
Fadime Sahindal, a 26-year-old Kurdish woman who fell in
love with a Swed ish man and be came the vic tim of an “honor
kill ing” by her fa ther.) Here we pro vide an ab bre vi ated ac -
count of a Mo roc can-tribal ver sus mod ern-mar riage con flict
that ended in a com pro mise. (The orig i nal 1987 ac count can
be found in Roger and Terri Jo seph’s The Rose and the
Thorn.) The Jo sephs’ vivid de scrip tions of Mo roc can fam ily
life make it clear that, even in Mo rocco, com pro mise is of ten
re quired. In most of the world to day, pro spec tive brides and
grooms, par ents, el ders, and the ex tended fam ily have to con -
sult with one an other be fore ar rang ing a mar riage. Even in the 
most tra di tional of societies, parents and husbands have gen -
erally been forced to balance conflict ing interests.

[The Mo roc can tribal world, for ex am ple, is def i nitely a
man’s world. Men pos sess ab so lute au thor ity over their
wives and chil dren. They have the power to take sev eral
wives. They of ten prom ise their sons and daugh ters to po ten -
tial al lies at very young ages. Yet, if you think of your own
fam ily, you will surely ob serve that things do not al ways go
as they are “sup posed” to. Some fa thers are im pos si ble.
Even tu ally, fam ily mem bers learn that it is eas ier to give in
than to try to ar gue. Some aunts are stra te gic ge niuses—they
can en list an army of rel a tives to plead, threaten, and haggle
on their behalf.

[Hamadi and Fatima, for ex am ple, were go ing along, hap -
pily mar ried, when Hamadi de cided that it was time to ac quire 
a sec ond wife. Within days, ev ery one in his im mense, ex -
tended fam ily was squab bling. Fatima threat ened to di vorce
Hamadi if he mar ried again. She re fused to share her house
with an other woman. Fatima’s broth ers warned Hamadi that
if Hamadi and Fatima got a di vorce, they would re claim all
the land she had brought into the mar riage. (Hamadi had spent 
years plant ing fruit and nut trees on the prop erty.) Fatima
threat ened to take their twin daugh ters to her brother’s house
as well. Tech ni cally, Hamadi’s fam ily “owned” the in fants,
but be cause they were still nurs ing, he would have to wait two 
years to col lect them. In Mo rocco, twins are con sid ered to be
baraka (good for tune); if Hamadi’s daugh ters left, peo ple
might con clude that good for tune had left Hamadi’s house.
To add to Hamadi’s woes, Fatima is sued a fi nal warn ing. If
Hamadi di vorced her, she would march bare-breasted to the
weekly mar ket. This left him badly shaken. Things got
wors e. One of Fatima’s broth ers had mar ried Hamadi’s
cousin. He an nounced that if there was to be bad blood be -
tween the two fam i lies, he would di vorce his wife. Hamadi’s 
mother com plained that the money Hamadi had saved for a
sec ond wife should be spent on Hamadi’s son, Ali, who had
just turned 15. He needed money for his wed ding. Fi nally, a
tired Hamadi sur ren dered. He con cluded, “Women are to be
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got ten around, but I guess I won’t get around these” (Jo seph
& Joseph 1987, 55).

[When other “all pow er ful” Mo roc can fa thers tried to
force their chil dren into un ap peal ing mar riages, sym pa -
thetic fam ily mem bers em ployed an av a lanche of strat e gies
to thwart them. Young lov ers per suaded moth ers, un cles,
broth ers, neigh bors, and busi ness part ners to plead on their
be half. One fond mother slyly hinted that a pro spec tive
bride her son se cretly dis liked was bad tem pered, lazy, and
had a bad rep u ta tion. When his fa ther forced Abdallah to
marry a woman he dis liked, Abdallah claimed his wife was
a witch. He di vorced her and mar ried the woman he had
been at tracted to in the first place. Af ter that, his poor fa -
ther’s alliances were really in shambles.

[One young woman threat ened to kill her self if she were
forced to marry. Many re lied on witch craft or mag i cal
charms to get their way. One woman warned an un ap peal ing
suitor (Haddu) that she had vis ited a dhazubrith (witch) and
ob tained a spell that was guar an teed to make him im po tent.
The mar riage took place, but the hap less Haddu was un able
to “be come stiff” (p. 49). He tried coun ter-charms, but to no
avail. He fi nally agreed to dis solve the mar riage. Some times, 
these des per ate strat a gems worked; some times they did not.
(End of com ment by Hat field & Rapson, 1996, 47-48))]

As for ex tra mar i tal re la tions, they are il licit. But so cially,
the “treach ery” of the woman is much more con dem nable
than that of the man. In re al ity, af ter 30 or more years of mar -
riage, the woman of ten be comes much more de mand ing with 
re gard to her hus band and does not hes i tate to get in volved
with ex tra mar i tal re la tions. In ur ban ar eas, de spite the tra di -
tional norms and ide als, mar riage is more and more in ac ces -
si ble be cause of ma te rial con straints, par tic u larly, the high
cost of liv ing and high un em ploy ment, which make mar riage 
im prac ti cal for many young men. The “detribalized” ur ban
space cre ates in tense sex ual needs, but of fers very few possi -
bilities to satisfy them (Dialamy 1995).

In 1971, the av er age size of house holds was over 5.6
per sons; this rose to 5.9 per sons in 1982. In the same year,
1982, the rate of oc cu pa tion was 2.3 per sons per room.
Many cou ples do not have a pri vate bed room. Thus, the be -
gin ning of a cou ple is hy po thet i cal be cause of the ab sence
of this ex clu sive and in de pend ent space that per mits the
spouses to iso late them selves dur ing their sex ual play, the
con di tion im posed by the Chariâ and tradition.

Di vorce by “re pu di a tion” is an ab so lute weapon avail -
able only to the man, who can use it when he de sires, even
though the last mod i fi ca tions of the code of fam ily law
(1993) tend to hu man ize it more. The cus tody of chil dren
re mains the full right of the mother, who to re ceive it should
re main sin gle un til the boy is 12 years old and the girl is 14,
the age at which a child has the right to choose the par ent
with whom he or she wants to live. When the mother re mar -
ries, the cus tody of the chil dren re turns au to mat i cally to the
fa ther (Statut du Code 1996).

Ac cess to sex ual plea sure is an in alien able right, pre -
scribed by our re li gion, for both spouses to the same de gree.
Con se quently, plea sure opens the path to all sex ual prac -
tices. Only sod omy is pro hib ited by all the theo log i cal tra di -
tions. In stead, ac cord ing to ir ra tio nal pop u lar ideas, the
mis sion ary po si tion alone is well ac cepted. The other po si -
tions are seen as be ing gen er a tors of disorders and diseases.Morocco: Homoerotic, Homosexual, and BisexualBehaviors

6. Homoerotic, Homosexual, and
Bisexual Behaviors

A. Homosexuality
Homo sex u ali ty (liwat) de rives from the name of Lot,

whose per son and tribe is men tioned on nu mer ous oc ca -

sions by the sa cred books (Malek 1995). In Mo rocco, male
homo sex u ali ty is con sid ered a pun ish able of fense by both
the Chariâ and the civ i l pe nal code. This at ti tude pushes
homo sex u al prac tice into a clan des tine realm, with all the
ob vi ous con se quences as so ci ated with such so cial de nial.
Con form ity to all-im por tant so cial rules re quires a male,
re gard less of his sex ual ori en ta tion, to get mar ried and
have chil dren. Within this façade of so cial con form ity,
homo sex u al males cre ate well-closed spaces, cafés, cin e -
mas, night clubs, and so on, where they can meet other like-
minded males with out en dan ger ing their façade. They are
completely sealed to all who come to these places for en -
counters.

Fe male homo sex u ali ty or sihaq is not men tioned in the
Ko ran. It is prev a lent in cer tain re gions of Mo rocco, par tic -
u larly the north, but re mains hid den, un men tioned, and un -
studied.

B. Homoeroticism
West ern ers con sid er cer tain be hav iors of Arabs in gen -

eral as signs of la tent homo sex u ali ty. It is a mat ter of cer tain
com pletely ac cept able male be hav iors, like hold ing hands,
putt ing an arm around an other man’s shoul der, em brac ing
the face, bath ing to gether (Moor ish bath), and mas tur bat ing 
in a group dur ing ad o les cence in ru ral ar eas. From our point
of view, these be hav iors have noth ing to do with be ing sex -
ual. They are part of our everyday culture.Morocco: Gender Diversity and Transgender Issues

7. Gender Diversity and
Transgender Issues

No sci en tific work has been per formed in the trans -
gendered field. The real trans sex u al sub ject is rarely seen as
any thing other than an iso lated en tity. They are gen er ally
con fused with homo sex u al per sons or per sons with other
de vi ant be hav ior. Ca sa blanca has been known for a long
time as a city where trans sex u als came from all over the
world for sex-change sur gery. Al though avail able, these op -
er a tions were al ways practiced in a clandestine way.

How ever, cases do arise in the course of psy cho log i cal
con sul ta tions, in which the young be have in school or dur -
ing ev ery day life in a man ner op po site their sex ual iden tity.
In the course of fol low up, some of these per sons ex pe ri ence 
de pres sion syn dromes be cause of this con flict be tween
their sex ual iden tity and their so cial iden tity. Man age ment
of such cases is dif fi cult in Mo rocco, where there is a com -
plete le gal void con cern ing this clin i cal en tity. (See Section
8D below for transvestism.)Morocco: Significant Unconventional SexualBehaviors

8. Significant Unconventional
Sexual Behaviors

Sexol o gy in our con text must take ac count of sex u ally
de vi ant or per verse be hav iors. The par tic u lar ity co mes
from the fact that what is per verse for us in the East may not
be con sid ered so in the West and vice versa. In this frame -
work, it is the con form ity to the pre vail ing so cial rules that
sets the cri te ria for nor mal ity. All be hav ior that does not
obey the said so cial cri te ria, is con sid ered in our so ci ety as
an of fense. The ques tion that is posed then is: Why are we
see ing many trans sex u als and trans ves tites in the West and
very few in our Is lamic coun tries, and then only in very spe -
cific and close cir cles? In our point of view, the an swer lies
in the close re la tion ship be tween be hav ior and the sys tem
(so ci ety and power) in which we are liv ing. If the so cial sys -
tem is too lib eral, too per mis sive, it will fa vor easy ac cess
and freer ex pres sion of more so phis ti cated “per ver si ties.”
At the same time, a too rigid and re pres sive sys tem will fa -
vor the ap pear ance of a mea ger, weak, and re pressed sex u -
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al ity (Moussaid 1997). See also the discussion of transves -
tism in Section 8D, Paraphilias, below.

A. Sexual Abuse of Children
The sex ual abuse of chil dren seems to be fre quent, but is

usu ally hid den by the fam i lies. In the le gal field, these
abuses are very se ri ously pun ished whether that abuse in -
volves a male or a fe male child.

B. Prostitution
Pros ti tu tion or zina has al ways ex isted in our Arab-Mus -

lim land scape, as it has in all his tor i cal civ i li za tions. In the
re cent past, at the time of the French pro tec tor ate, pros ti tu -
tion was reg u lated and su per vised in broth els. To day, it is
re pressed and con sti tutes an of fense, which leads to other
neg a tive ef fects and risks. In ef fect, there is a “sex u al iza -
tion” of dif fer ent so cial fac tors, which are be com ing more
ob vi ous in our coun try. This “sex u al iza tion,” ev i dent in the
pros ti tu tion re la tion ship (giver-re ceiver), is gen er ated by
the ma te rial con cerns and the crush ing weight of the en tire
so cial sys tem, which ne glects the woman to the point where
she is re duced to her body and to her sex ual ap peal, and is
forced to rely on pros ti tu tion to sur vive. Pros ti tu tion may
some times be ig nored, be cause it is oc ca sional, but even
then, it does raise some prob lems. This ap pear ance of sex -
ual free dom is in fact a kind of slav ery of the young girl who
has af fairs with many men, some old, some rich, some
strang ers, some unfaithful spouses, and some dissatisfied
husbands (Moussaid 1997; Naamane 1990).

C. Pornography and Erotica
The por no graphic in dus try, khalâa, as it ex ists in the

West, is not pres ent in Mo rocco. In stead, con sumer spend ing 
has be come more and more wide spread, even while it is lim -
ited to cer tain so cial classes that are in con tact with the West -
ern world. The in tru sion of the me dia, par tic u larly sat el lite
tele vi sion and videocassettes, in our au dio vi sual field, has
changed the pre vious sit u a tion by giv ing all lev els and so cial 
classes ac cess to por no graphic im ages and ma te ri als. Mean -
while, the pos ses sion of por no graphic doc u ments, films,
mag a zines, and so on, con sti tutes a crim i nal of fense. On the
other hand, Mo rocco was unique in the Arab world, be ing
the only Arab coun try where the an cient works of Arab
erotology of the 14th cen tury, The Per fumed Gar den, and so
on, were avail able. These books, which deal with sex ual be -
hav ior and erotic plea sures, are now per ceived as true por no -
graphic documents, especially by young adolescents.

D. Paraphilias
Frotteurism

Frotteurism is a very prev a lent be hav ior in our coun try,
gen er ated by the great frus tra tion of the cit i zens. This frus -
tra tion is a con se quence of the years of re pres sion, which
cen sures all sex ual re la tions out side the bonds of the mar -
riage. The fa vor ite place for this prac tice is the crowded
pub li c transportation system.

Zoophilia
In ru ral ar eas, zoophilia is still very wide spread and not

blame wor thy. With mas tur ba tion, it con sti tutes an oblig a tory 
pas sage in the ad o les cent male’s ap pren tice ship of sex u al ity.
Al though this prac tice has never been men tioned in the Ko -
ran, it is pro hib ited with out ques tion by the Chariâ: “He who
has cop u lated with a beast, kill him and kill the animal.”

Transvestism
Takhanout is more or less tol er ated, in so far as in the

past, women were ab sent from the ar tis tic scene, and cross-
dress ing men played the role of women. This prac tice has
al ways ex isted and ex ists still in cer tain do mains where

women have not yet gained ac cess. These trans ves tites are,
in gen eral, homo sex u als who prac tice with out any im pu -
nity, as long as there is no public act.Morocco: Contraception, Abortion, and PopulationPlanning

9. Contraception, Abortion, and
Population Planning

A. Pregnancy Outside of Marriage
Preg nancy out side of mar riage is pro hib ited and re mains

pun ish able by law and re li gion. It ap pears that such preg nan -
cies are more fre quent in the ur ban than the ru ral ar eas, but no 
sta tis ti cal study has touched this prob lem. How ever, there
ex ist a not in sig nif i cant num ber of aban doned in fants born
out of wed lock, of which the state takes tem po rary charge in
an tic i pa tion of their be ing adopted by welcoming families.

B. Abortion
Only ther a peu tic abor tions are au tho rized and prac ticed

in a hos pi tal set ting. Non-ther a peu tic abor tions are prac -
ticed se cretly by phy si cians in pri vate prac tice fol low ing
stand ard med i cal meth ods. There are no ac cu rate of fi cial
sta tis tics. More over, con sid er ing that con tra cep tive meth -
ods are not taught to young girls who get in volved with il -
licit sex ual re la tion ships, their preg nan cies are can di dates
for the vol un tary in ter rup tion of preg nancy (IVG, in ter rup -
tions volontaires de grossesses). These IVGs are also fre -
quent among mar ried women who utilize IVG in case of
undesired pregnancies.

C. Family Planning
Fam ily plan ning is a pro gram in te grated within the

health care sys tem. It is based on the spac ing of births and
not on their lim i ta tion. It has con trib uted to re duc ing con -
sid er ably the risks of mor bid ity and ma ter nal and in fant
mor tal ity. It is also an es sen tial com po nent of the strat egy of 
the so cio eco nomic de vel op ment of the coun try. The prin ci -
pal ac tors are the state in the pub li c sec tor, the pri vate sec tor, 
and the ONGs (or gani sa tions nongouvernementals or non -
govern men tal or ga ni za tions, NGOs), in par tic u lar the Mo -
roc can As so ci a tion of Fam ily Plan ning. The lat est study
doc u ments the re sults of their ef forts: 99% of mar ried
women have heard of at least one con tra cep tive method,
and 92% know where to obtain information or services for
at least one method.

By de creas ing or der, the bes t-known fam ily plan ning
meth ods are the pill, the intrauterine de vice, tubal li ga tion,
con doms, the injectables, and the vag i nal meth ods. The pill
re mains the con tra cep tive method the most used, with 64%
in 1995 com pared to 68% in 1992. The rate of con tra cep tive 
use has in creased sig nif i cantly since 1980. In ef fect, in
1995, 50% of mar ried women uti lized some con tra cep tive
method com pared to 41.5% in 1992, 35.9% in 1987, and
19.4% in 1980 (all methods combined).

The prin ci pal ob jec tives of Mo rocco’s fam ily plan ning
pro gram are:

• To re spond to the ex pressed and po ten tial needs of the
pop u la tion con cern ing fam ily plan ning and con tra cep -
tion;

• To at tain a con tra cep tive prev a lence in fa vor of the long-
term meth ods;

• To mod ify con tra cep tive use in fa vor of the long-term
meth ods;

• To in volve the so ci etal agents of the dif fer ent agen cies
in our so ci ety—youth, sports, so cial af fairs, ag ri cul ture,
etc.—to par tic i pate in the pro mo tion of the con cept and
meth ods of fam ily planning; and

• To aug ment par tic i pa tion of the pri vate sec tors in the sup -
ply ing of con tra cep tives to at tain a bal ance be tween both
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pri vate and pub li c sec tors, a kind of so cial mar ket ing
 proj ect. At the pres ent time, the pri vate sec tor ac com mo -
dates 38% of the de mand for contraceptive products.Morocco: Sexually Transmitted Diseases and HIV/AIDS

10. Sexually Transmitted Diseases
and HIV/AIDS

A. Sexually Transmitted Diseases
The sex u ally trans mit ted dis eases (mal a dies sexuelle -

ment transmissibles, MST) and AIDS (SIDA) are ill nesses
known all over the world, and Mo rocco and the Arab Mus -
lim coun tries are not ex cep tions.

At the pres ent time, there is the Pro gram to Fight Against
STD and AIDS un der the di rec tion of the Ep i de mi ol ogy and
the Fight Against Ill ness Di vi sion of the Min is try of Health,
which or ga nizes those ac tiv i ties in co or di na tion with elected
lead ers, the lo cal au thor i ties, and the ONGs (NGOs). Ta ble 1
lists the in ci dence of several STDs since 1991.

The in ci dence of STDs is pro gres sively in creas ing; it in -
creased from 50,567 cases in 1991 to 189,021 cases at the
end of 1997 and 100,827 cases in the first half of 1998, de -
spite the underreporting of cases in the pub li c sec tor and its
al most com plete ab sence in the pri vate sector.

The in ci dence of vag i nal dis charges (leukor rheas) is
much higher than that of ure thral dis charges. In the early
1990s, syph i lis out ranked chan cres (Hemophilus ducreyi),
but this has been re versed in re cent years. Eighty per cent of
the cases re ported oc cur among 15- to 44-year-olds, with fe -
males ac count ing for 71% of the cases.

A va ri ety of fac tors have con trib uted to the in crease in
STDs in Mo rocco, in clud ing:

• More than half the pop u la tion is young;
• Tour ism jobs in the coun try;
• The prox im ity of Eu rope and the im por tant num ber of

Mo roc can na tion als re turn ing from abroad;
• The low so cio eco nomic level;
• The de lay in the av er age age of mar riage, which now ap -

proaches 30 years old;
• Self-med i ca tion by car ri ers of STDs;
• The an ar chis tic, un reg u lated pre scrip tion of an ti bi ot ics;

and
• The poor use of con doms among those with ex tra mar i tal

re la tion ships.

In 1999, the Min is try of Health launched a new pub li c
pol icy and strat egy for tak ing charge of the STDs. This strat -
egy adopts the syn drome ap proach, based on treat ing the pa -
tient at paraclinics with out wait ing for the re sults of bi o log i -
cal tests. This ap proach, which seeks to in ter vene im me di -
ate ly to break the chain of trans mis sion of these dis eases, is
based on ep i de mi o log i cal pub li c health con sid er ations, fol -

low ing the USAID pro ject strat egy, with the con tri bu tion of
AIDSCAP and the Uni ver sity of Wash ing ton. In cop ing with
the STDs in Mo rocco, one should not ig nore the fact that half
of the car ri ers of STDs self-med i cate with an ti bi ot ics. This
poorly ad vised and un reg u lated use of an ti bi ot ics is the cause 
of atyp i cal and asymp tom atic, highly con ta gious forms of
STDs (Note Ministéri elle No. 26 1997).

B. HIV/AIDS
The first case of AIDS was di ag nosed in Mo rocco in

1986. Its ap pear ance was one of the el e ments that has al -
lowed the very wide de vel op ment of pro grams for the pre -
ven tion of STDs us ing all the lat est ap proaches. Ta bles 2
and 3 sum ma rize the AIDS sta tis tics in Morocco.

The age group pre dom i nantly af fected is from 15 to 40
years old (69%). Ninety per cent of the HIV-pos i tive chil -
dren are in fected perinatally. Males ac count for 70% of the
cases. The other par tic u lars of AIDS in Mo rocco are: 42%
are bach e lors; 35% are mar ried women; 85% were in fected
while liv ing in Mo rocco; and 15% are recent immigrants.

Trans mis sion modes in clude: hetero sex u al, 61%; homo -
sex u al, 10%; in tra ve nous drug use, 9%; multi-risk, 8%;
trans fu sion, 4%; perinatal, 4%; and un known, 4%. Be fore
the 1990s, the main modes of trans mis sion were homo sex u -
al con tact and IV-drug use; at pres ent, the dom i nant mode of 
trans mis sion is hetero sex u al intercourse.

In 1995, males with AIDS out num bered fe males by
three to one. The age dis tri bu tion of AIDS cases was: 15 to
29, 24%; 30 to 39, 43%; and 40 to 49, 12%. STD pa tients,
tu ber cu lo sis pa tients, and preg nant women showed an ap -
prox i mate seroprevalence of AIDS of 1 per 1,000. Eighty-
three per cent of the cases were ur ban, with the most cases
re ported in Oujda, Ra bat, and Tang ier. The trans mis sion by
blood prod ucts has no tice ably di min ished thanks to the
screen ing by the Cen ters of Trans fu sion of the King dom,
from 11.4% to 4% in 1998. How ever, the prev a lence rate of
HIV among blood do nors, which was 1.3 per 10,000 in 1996 
and 2 per 10,000 in 1997, had changed to 8 per 10,000 at the
end of June 1998.

The ac tual prev a lence rate of AIDS dis ease is 0.02%,
which places Mo rocco among coun tries less touched, at the
same level as the coun tries of the Maghreb in the west ern
ex trem ity of the Is lamic world (north ern Af rica) and the
Mid dle East.

In April 1998, the Min is try of Health adopted a na tional
strat egy to take charge of the HIV/AIDS chal lenge (Circu -
laire Ministérielle No. 7 1998). This strat egy de fines the
mo dal i ties of the di ag no sis of HIV, the pre scrip tion and uti -
li za tion of the antiretrovirus (ARV) med i ca tions, the bi o -
log i cal fol low up, and the re port ing of cases. The pro gram is 
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Table 1

Statistics on STDs in Morocco, 1991-June 1998

Disease   1991   1992   1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 (June)

Yeast/fungal  26,646  68,176  69,119 102,214 106,621 108,621 133,716  72,886

Urethritis  14,402  23,207  19,948  27,012  28,260  32,397  35,603  17,916

Syphilis   4,952   5,506   5,635   5,226   5,015   5,084   5,226   2,507

Chancre   2,161   2,981   3,153   3,720   4,742   4,289   5,807   3,081

Condyloma     761     775     429     451     804   1,138     662     285

Hepatitis     792   1,594   1,195   1,367     948   1,138   2,008   1,024

Genital herpes     598     651     477     502     458     574     561     220

Other STDs     225     544   1,108   2,013   3,793   2,722   5,438   2,902

Total  50,567 103,434 101,065 142,505 150,541 156,722 189,021 100,821

(Note Ministérielle No. 491 1996)



fi nanced in its ma jor ity by the Min is try of Health, as well as
by certain ONGs (NGOs).

The new pro gram is based on two ma jor, well-equipped
fa cil i ties, the Hos pi tal Ibn Sina in the cap i tal city of Ra bat,
which serves the north of the coun try, and the Hos pi tal Ibn
Rochd in Ca sa blanca, which cov ers the south ern part of the
coun try. These two cen ters work in close col lab o ra tion with
re fer ring cen ters at the re gional level. Re port ing cases of HIV/
AIDS is oblig a tory in ac cord ance with the 1995 de cree of the
Min is try of Pub li c Health. In Mo rocco, be cause the coun try
has en demic tu ber cu lo sis, the early pur suit of the Koch ba cil -
lus bac te rium is systematic among sero positive patients.

An other as pect of the cam paign against HIV/AIDS are
sen si ti za tion and ed u ca tion pro grams, es pe cially those for
women, which are re in forced every year on De cem ber 1, on 
the oc ca sion of the world wide day of the fight against
AIDS. Sen si ti za tion pro grams have also been im ple mented
for health care pro fes sion als. HIV-de tec tion equip ment at
all cen ters for blood trans fu sions has clearly im proved the
qual ity of do nated blood. At the same time, a con sid er able
ef fort was made to ed u cate all pro fes sion als tra di tion ally at
high risk, such as bar bers and den tists. More ba sic in the
pre ven tion of STDs and AIDS is the improvement of the
socioeconomic level of the country.

[Up date 2002: UNAIDS Ep i de mi o log i cal As sess ment:
Ac cord ing to the HIV Sen ti nel Sur veil lance, in 2001, the
HIV-prev a lence rate in Agadir, Marrakech, and Ca sa blanca
was high com pared to pre vious years. But these lat est data
were not con firmed by the HIV Sen ti nel Sur veil lance con -
ducted in 2001. So, we can not con clude that the in fec tion
rate has con sid er ably increased in these areas.

[The re sults of the HIV Sen ti nel Sur veil lance in 2001, in
preg nant women were: in Agadir 0.20%, in Marrakech
0.00%, and in Ca sa blanca 0.37%.

[At the end of 2001, the num ber of AIDS re ported cases
was 963, of which 69% were be cause of hetero sex u al trans -
mis sion and 6% be cause of in jec tion drug use in all cases.
Among 963 AIDS cases re ported, 620 were in males, of
which 59% were be cause of hetero sex u al trans mis sion and
9% be cause of in jec tion drug use.

[Con cern ing STDs, 600,000 new cases of STDs are es ti -
mated, but had not been reg is tered. The num ber of STD new 
cases reg is tered in 2000 was 307,040, and in 2001 was
347,655. Of the STD reg is tered cases in 2000, 39.6% were
young adults be tween ages 15 and 29, and 44.2% were
among those 30 to 44. In 2001, of the STD reg is tered cases,
39.4% were young adults aged be tween 15 and 29, and
44.8% were among those 30 to 44.

[The es ti mated num ber of adults and chil dren liv ing
with HIV/AIDS on Jan u ary 1, 2002, were:

Adults ages 15-49: 13,000 (rate: 0.1%)
Women ages 15-49: 2,000
Chil dren ages 0-15:  NA

[No es ti mate is avail able for the num ber of adults and
chil dren who died of AIDS dur ing 2001.

[No es ti mate is avail able for the num ber of Mo roc can chil -
dren who had lost one or both par ents to AIDS and were un der 
age 15 at the end of 2001. (End of up date by the Ed i tors)]Morocco: Sexual Dysfunctions, Counseling, andTherapies

11. Sexual Dysfunctions, Counseling,
and Therapies

A. Female Sexual Dysfunctions
Al though fe male sex ual dys func tions are fre quent in our 

so ci ety, they are usu ally con cealed by so ci ety. Vagi nis mus
rep re sents the most fre quent mo tive for a sexological con -
sul ta tion, be cause it puts the life of the cou ple’s re la tion ship
in dan ger. Women who suf fer from vagi nis mus do not con -
sult a pro fes sional coun selor or ther a pist un til they are
driven to do so by the part ner and/or the fam ily. In Mo rocco, 
the causes of vagi nis mus are, most of ten, a re stric tive re li -
gious ed u ca tion, neg a tive be liefs rel a tive to the anat omy of
the hy men, mis con cep tions about the mech a nism of pen e -
tra tion, and sex ual as sault trau mas (rapes and attempted
rapes), which, unlike in the West, are rarely reported.

Anorgasmia, or in hib ited fe male or gasm, is also fre -
quent, but rarely con sti tutes a mo tive for a sexo logical con -
sul ta tion. Here, as with vagi nis mus, the causes are re stric -
tive ed u ca tion, neg a tive be liefs rel a tive to fe male sex u al ity
in gen eral, the awk ward be hav ior of the man, a lack of the
de vel op ment of fan ta sies [agénésie fantasmatique], and the 
pro hi bi tion of child hood and adolescent masturbation.

B. Male Sexual Dysfunctions
Erec tile dys func tions (ED) are very fre quent among

men and af fect all ages and all so cial classes. An ep i de mi o -
log i cal study in the gen eral pop u la tion with a rep re sentative 
sam ple (N = 651) showed that glob ally, 54% of the men pre -
sented some erec tile dys func tions, dis trib uted as mild in
38.8% of men, mod er ately trou bling in 15.1%, and se verely 
trou bling in 1.1% (Berrada et al. 1999). But only a small mi -
nor ity of males who ad mit ted to ED were will ing to take re -
spon si bil ity and seek treat ment. That is be cause of their so -
cio eco nomic con di tions and cer tainly be cause of the feel -
ing of dis grace and de val u a tion that the pa tient ex pe ri ences
when he sees in the ther a pist a ri val who will judge him.
Also keep ing the pa tient from seek ing help for ED are the ir -
ra tio nal folk ideas that ac com pany sex ual im po tence, which 
sug gest that it is be cause of tqaf, a form of sor cery, which is
treat able by a faith healer (marabout). Apart from the well-
known or ganic causes of di a be tes, high blood pres sure,
cardiopa thies, cho les terol, iatrogenicity, smok ing, and so
on, the psy cho genic causes are more fre quent for men over
40 years old. These may in clude con ju gal mo not ony as so ci -
ated with the lack of fan ta siz ing, and may be ag gra vated by
per for mance anx i ety. In ef fect, the pro cess of fan ta siz ing, in 
our so ci ety, is as so ci ated with adul tery, and ac cord ingly, are 
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Table 2

The Epidemiology of AIDS in Morocco,
as of June 30, 1998

Cumulative number of cases of AIDS disease 510

Number of declared cases in 1997  92

Number of declared cases (June 1998)  46

Number of adults affected (15-40 years) 351

Number of children affected (age < 15 years)  21

Cumulative number of deaths from AIDS 139

Table 3

The Incidence of AIDS over Time

Year
New

Cases
Ac cu mu -

lated Cases  Year
New

Cases
Ac cu mu -

lated Cases

1986   1    1 1993  44   172 

1987   9   10 1994  77   249*

1988  14   24 1995  57   306 

1989  20   44 1996  66   372 

1990  26   70 1997  92   464 

1991  28   98 1998  46   510 

1992  30  128 (June)

*19 of the 77 new cases reported in 1994 had been previously
counted as ARC (AIDS-Related Complex)



pro hib ited and in hib ited for the ma jor ity of men. Among
young adults, the re la tion ship of cir cu lar cau sal ity, where
var i ous psy cho genic factors—for the most part, religious
and educa tional—inter act, is a com mon cause of erectile
dysfunction (Bonierbale 1991).

Pre ma ture ejacu la tion is be gin ning to be come a very
fre quent symp tom and a mo tive for con sul ta tion, more
than be fore, when it was con sid ered an in di ca tion of vi ril -
ity that one learns in the course of the col lec tive mas tur ba -
tion dur ing ad o les cence. At the pres ent time, men are be -
com ing more and more con scious of the frus tra tion of their 
wives, and are thus be gin ning to take re spon si bil ity for it.
A very fre quent symp tom in our cul tural con text is an as so -
ci a tion of pre ma ture ejacu la tion with the feel ing of hav ing
a small pe nis. Con strained to con ceal his as sumed hand i -
cap, the sub ject will ejaculate quickly in a hurried sexual
encounter.

C. Therapies
The ther a peu tic mo dal i ties avail able for male and fe -

male sexopathies are var ied. Ther apy is avail able from gen -
eral prac ti tio ners, urol o gists, psy chi a trists, en do cri nol o -
gists, gy ne col o gists, and so on, as well as by sexol o gists and 
andrologists, who are a small mi nor ity in the health care
com mu nity. How ever, al most all of the pa tients will con sult
first, if not in an ex clu sive way, with the tra di tional faith
heal ers (marabouts). The ther a peu tic ar se nal from which
med i cal per son nel can draw is rather rich. The most re cent
prod ucts, intracaver nous in jec tions (IIC), Viagra, and aph -
ro di si acs, were avail able in Mo rocco be fore the ma jor ity of
European countries made them available in the market.Morocco: Sex Research and Advanced ProfessionalEducation

12. Sex Research and Advanced
Professional Education

The do main of teach ing and of sexological re search is
still timid in our coun try. The Mo roc can As so ci a tion of
Sexol o gy (L’Association Maroc aine de Sexologie, AMS)
be gan an am bi tious pro gram in this do main af ter 1994. This
pro gram rests on the or ga ni za tion of an an nual con gress, with 
the par tic i pa tion of nu mer ous ex perts in the sexologi cal
world, and of roundtables on a par tic u lar theme. Meet ings
and con gresses of the AMS are or ga nized in a dif fer ent city
and un der the aegis of a dif fer ent uni ver sity each year.
Among the ob jec tives of the AMS is the in stal la tion of a pro -
gram of teach ing or a course of sexol o gy within a uni ver sity
frame work, and the or ga ni za tion of fun da men tal re search
ori ented es pe cially to ward an thro po log i cal, psy cho log i cal,
psy cho an a lytic, so cio log i cal, neuro log i cal, bi o log i cal, ju di -
cial, medicolegal, phys i o log i cal, patho log i cal, ex per i men tal, 
and ther a peu tic as pects of sex ual be hav ior. This re search
should re sult in a con cep tu al iza tion of sexol o gy that is
adapted to our Mo roc can con text. Given that the ac tual
sociopolitical cli mate is not fa vor able, the AMS has de cided
to limit this dis ci pline to the med i cal do main (sex ual pa thol -
ogy). This adop tion of sexol o gy by the med i cal sci ences may 
be only ben e fi cial in the short run. The fo cus ing on sex ual
be hav ior, in the long term, needs a re af fir ma tion and an ac -
cep tance of this sci ence by so ci ety and by the medical com -
munity. Because sexology carries at the present time a pejo -
rative connotation, research on sexual behavior is marginal -
ized (Moussaid 1997).

Three pro fes sional or ga ni za tions deal with sexological
is sues in Mo rocco:

The Mo roc can As so ci a tion of Fam ily Plan ning (As so ci -
a tion Marocaine de Planification Famili ale, AMPF), 6, Rue
Ibn El Kadi Ca sa blanca, Mo rocco.

The Mo roc can As so ci a tion of Sexol o gy (L’Association
Marocaine de Sexologie, AMS), Abderrazak Moussaid,

M.D., 38, Bou le vard Rahal El Meskini, 20 000 Ca sa blanca,
Mo rocco; +212-2-298-381 or +212-2-298-331; fax +212-
2-221-114; psy ch@casanet.net.ma.

Les Orangers, E. Abdel Krim Hakam, Ex ec u tive Di rec tor, 
Ra bat RP, Mo rocco (or BP 1217, Ra bat RP, Mo rocco); +212-
7-721-224; fax: +212-7-720-362; ca ble: FAMPLAN RA BAT.Morocco: References and Suggested Readings
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Critical Acclaim for
The Continuum Complete International Encyclopedia of Sexuality

1. The In ter na tion al En cy clo pe dia of Sex u al ity, Vols. 1-3 (Francoeur, 1997)

The World As so ci a tion of Sexol o gy, an in ter na tion al so ci ety of lead ing schol ars and eighty pro fes sional or ga ni za tions
de voted to the study of hu man sex ual be hav ior, has en dorsed The In ter na tion al En cy clo pe dia of Sex u al ity as an
im por tant and unique con tri bu tion to our un der stand ing and ap pre ci a tion of the rich va ri ety of hu man sex ual at ti tudes,
values, and behavior in cultures around the world.

Re cip i ent of the “1997 Ci ta tion of Ex cel lence for an out stand ing ref er ence in the field of sexol o gy,” awarded by the
Amer i can Foun da tion for Gen der and Gen i tal Med i cine and Sci ence at the Thir teenth World Con gress of Sexol o gy,
Valencia, Spain.

Rec om mended by Li brary Jour nal (Oc to ber 1, 1997) to pub li c and ac a demic li brar i ans look ing to up date their
col lec tions in the area of sex u al ity: “An ex traor di nary, highly valu able syn the sis of in for ma tion not avail able
else where. Here are in-depth re ports on sex-re lated prac tices and cul ture in 32 coun tries on six con ti nents, con trib uted
by 135 sexol o gists world wide. . . . For all academic and larger public collections.”

Picked by Choice (As so ci a tion of Col lege & Re search Li brar ies/Amer i can Li brary As so ci a tion) as Best Ref er ence
Work and Out stand ing Ac a demic Book for 1997: “Al though this en cy clo pe dia is meant as a means of un der stand ing
hu man sex u al ity, it can also be used as a lens with which to view hu man cul ture in many of its other man i fes ta tions.
. . . Con sid er ing cov er age, or ga ni za tion, and au thor ity, the com par a tively low price is also no ta ble. Rec om mended for
ref er ence col lec tions in universities, special collections, and public libraries.”

“Most im pres sive, pro vid ing a wealth of good, solid in for ma tion that may be used by a wide va ri ety of pro fes sion als
and stu dents seek ing in for ma tion on cross-cul tural pat terns of sex ual be hav ior . . . an in valu able, unique schol arly work 
that no li brary should be with out.”—Con tem po rary Psy chol ogy

“. . . en ables us to make transcultural com par i sons of sex ual at ti tudes and be hav iours in a way no other mod ern book
does. . . . Clin ics and train ing or ga ni za tions would do well to ac quire cop ies for their li brar ies. . . . In di vid ual ther a pists 
and re search ers who like to have their own col lec tion of key pub li ca tions should cer tainly con sid er it.”—Sex ual and
Mar i tal Ther apy (U.K.)

“. . . schol arly, straight for ward, and tightly-or ga nized for mat in for ma tion about sex ual be liefs and be hav iors as they are 
cur rently prac ticed in 32 coun tries around the world. . . . The list of con tri bu tors . . . is a vir tual who’s who of schol ars
in sex ual sci ence.”—Choice

“. . . one of the most am bi tious cross-cul tural sex sur veys ever un der taken. Some 135 sexol o gists world wide de scribe
sex-re lated prac tices and cul tures in 32 dif fer ent coun tries. . . . Best Ref er ence Sources of 1997.”—Li brary Jour nal

“What sep a rates this en cy clo pe dia from past in ter na tion al sex u al ity books is its dis tinct dis sim i lar ity to a ‘guide book to 
the sex ual hotspots of the world.’ . . . An im pres sive and im por tant con tri bu tion to our un der stand ing of sex u al ity in a
global so ci ety. . . . fills a big gap in peo ple’s knowl edge about sex ual at ti tudes and be hav iors.”—Sex u al ity In for ma tion 
and Ed u ca tion Council of the United States (SIECUS)

“Truly im por tant books on hu man sex u al ity can be counted on, per haps, just one hand. The In ter na tion al En cy clo pe dia 
of Sex u al ity de serves spe cial at ten tion as an im pres sive ac com plish ment.”—Jour nal of Mar riage and the Fam ily

“. . . a land mark ef fort to cross-ref er ence vast amounts of in for ma tion about hu man sex ual be hav iors, cus toms, and
cul tural at ti tudes ex ist ing in the world. Never be fore has such a com pre hen sive un der tak ing been even re motely
avail able to re search ers, schol ars, ed u ca tors, and cli ni cians ac tive in the field of hu man sex u al ity.”—San dra Cole,
Pro fes sor of Phys i cal Med i cine and Re ha bil i ta tion, University of Michigan Medical Center

2. The In ter na tion al En cy clo pe dia of Sex u al ity, Vol. 4 (Francoeur & Noonan, 2001)

“. . . a mas ter piece of or ga ni za tion. The feat of suc cess fully com pil ing so much in for ma tion about so many coun tries
into such a co her ent and read able for mat de fies sig nif i cant neg a tive crit i cism.”—Sex u al ity and Cul ture, Paul Fedoroff,
M.D., Co-Di rec tor, Sex ual Be hav iors Clinic Fo ren sic Pro gram, The Royal Ottawa Hospital, Ottawa, Canada

3. The Con tin uum Com plete In ter na tion al En cy clo pe dia of Sex u al ity (Francoeur &
Noonan, 2004)

“. . . [a] trea sure trove. . . . This unique com pi la tion of spe cial ized knowl edge is rec om mended for re search col lec tions
in the so cial sci ences . . . as well as a sec ond ary source for cross-cul tural re search.”—Li brary Jour nal, March 15, 2004, 
p. 64

“. . . a book that is truly his toric, and in many ways com pa ra ble to the great sexological sur veys of Havelock Ellis and
Al fred Kinsey. . . . Many works of un de ni able im por tance are in tended to speak about hu man sex u al ity. But in this
en cy clo pe dia we hear the voices of a mul ti tude of na tions and cul tures. With cov er age of more than a quar ter of the
coun tries in the world, . . . not only will the Con tin uum Com plete In ter na tion al En cy clo pe dia of Sex u al ity re main a
stand ard ref er ence work for years to come, but it has raised the bar of sexological schol ar ship to a rig or ous new
level.”—John Heidenry, ed i tor, The Week, and au thor of What Wild Ec stasy: The Rise and Fall of the Sex ual
Revolution

For more review excerpts, go to www.SexQuest.com/ccies/.


